YOUR  FRESH  WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  water  that  flows  as  if  by  magic  from 
your  tap  is  some  of  the  freshest  and  purest 
in  the  world.  But  because  we  have  not  been 
faced  with  serious  shortages  for  many 
years,  we  tend  to  take  its  abundance  and 
quality  for  granted. 

The  Massachusetts  Water  Resources 
Authority  (MWRA)  manages  the  distribution 
of  water  from  the  Quabbin  and  Wachusett 
Reservoirs  and  the  Ware  River  to  more  than 
two  million  people  in  46  towns  and  cities, 
including  Boston  and  Worcester 

A  vast  system  of  MWRA  aqueducts,  tunnels 
and  pipelines  funnels  water  from  central 
Massachusetts  sources  to  your  community; 
your  local  water  department  brings  it  to 
your  home. 


Planning  for  the  future:  The  MWRA  is  responsible  for 
monitoring  our  present  water  supply  and  planning  for 
future  water  needs.  We  currently  use  more  than  500  million 
gallons  of  water  a  day  with  demand  at  its  highest  in  the 
summer  A  reduction  in  daily  water  usage  now  will  help 
assure  a  reliable  future  supply  for  you  and  your  family 


YOU  USE  ABOUT  22,000 
GALLONS  OF  WATER  A  YEAR, 

Clean,  clear,  naturally  soft  water  has  always 
been  available  at  the  twist  of  your  wrist. 
The  average  person  uses  more  than  60 
gallons  of  water  a  day  Leaky  toilets,  drip- 
ping faucets  and  nnarathon  showers  waste 
hundreds  of  gallons.  A  few  simple  changes 
to  your  daily  habits  could  reduce  your  water 
usage  by  up  to  40%. 

We  can  reduce  water  waste 
if  we  all  do  our  part. 

We're  asking  for  help  from  everyone:  home- 
owners, renters,  communities,  hospitals, 
schools,  restaurants,  hotels,  businesses  and 
industry  Together,  we  can  keep  plenty  of 
clean  water  on  tap  for  the  future.  Here  are 
three  ways  you  and  your  family  can  help. 


The  water  you 
waste  sure  adds  upl 

You  could  save  24 
gallons  of  water  each 
day— with  minimal 
effort!  Multiply  that 
by  two  million  people 
and  you'll  see  that 
together  we  can  save 
millions  of  gallons  of 
water  every  single  day 


q»STOP  WASTING  ^ 

A  few  gallons  in  the  kitchen,  a  couple  dozen  in 
the  bathroom  . . .  you  could  be  wasting  as  nnuch 
as  8700  gallons  per  year  Its  time  to  develop 
some  better  habits. 

•  Turn  off  the  tap  while  brushing  your 
teeth  or  shaving.  Save  4-10  gallons 
a  day. 

•  Never  use  your  toilet  as  a 
waste  basket.  Save  5-7 
gallons  per  flush. 

•  Don't  take  marathon 
showers.  Save  5-7  gal- 
lons per  minute. 

•  Fill  your  bathtub 
only  half  way  Save  5 
gallons  or  more. 

•  Run  your  washing 
machine  or  dish- 
washer only  when  full. 
Save  1-2  loads  per 
week. 

•  Fill  your  sink  or  a  basin 
when  washing  dishes  in- 
stead of  running  water  con- 
tinuously Save  8-15  gallons  a  day. 

•  Wash  vegetables  and  fruit  in  a 
basin  Save  2-4  gallons  a  day. 

•  If  you  must  run  water  to  bring  it  up  to 
temperature,  bottle  it  for  drinking,  cooking 
or  watering  your  plants.  Save  1-2  gallons. 

•  Keep  a  jug  of  cold  water  in  the  refrigerator 
for  drinking.  Save  1-2  gallons. 

•  Be  sure  there  are  trigger  nozzles  on  all  your 
outdoor  hoses  Save  20  gallons  or  more 
when  you  wash  your  car. 


IMTER-EVERY  DAY. 


Check  your  latest  water  bill  to  determine 
how  many  gallons  of  water  your  family  now 
uses.  Develop  better  habits  and  you  may  be 
able  to  reduce  your  use  by  as  much  as  40%! 


Indoor  Water  Use 

Of  all  the  water  used  by  a  typical 
household,  about  90%  is  used  indoors. 
Bathroom  activities  account  for  75% 

of  your  total  indoor  consumption. 


Toilet 
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Be  a  meter  reader. 

It's  easy  to  read  your  water 
meter  There  are  two  basic 
types. 

A  "digital"  meter  reads 
like  a  car  odometer.  It 
(i)^^^^^         ■     measures  water  either  in 
'  ^^^^^       m     gallons  or  cubic  feet.  To 
fl^^^^HH^    convert  cubic  feet  to  gal- 
^W!^^^^^     Ions,  multiply  by  7.48. 
S  »wer     ^^^^     A  "dial"  meter  is  comprised 
2%  of  a  cluster  of  dials.  The  "one 

foot"  dial  registers  a  cubic  foot 
I  ui^^^^       each  time  it  goes  around  once. 
1^^^^         Other  dials  record  tens,  hundreds, 
thousands,  etc.  of  cubic  feet. 
A  Simple  test  for  leaks:  Read  your 
meter  then  be  sure  nobody  uses  any  water.  In 
30  minutes,  check  your  meter  again.  If  the 
reading  has  changed,  your  home  has  a  leak, 
(see  next  page) 


FREE  INFORMATION  FOR  HOMEOWNERS 

For  practical  outdoor  water-saving  tips, 
including  best  ways  to  keep 
your  lawn  and  garden  green,  call 


242-SAVE 


A  FIND  THOSE  LEAKS- 
V9  AND  FIX  THEMI 


Talk  about  waste!  Leaky  toilets,  faucets,  showers 
and  pipes  can  account  for  10%  of  your  water  bill. 
Save  water  and  money  by  fixing  household  leaks. 


TOILETS:  A  leaky  toilet  tank 
can  waste  60  gallons  a  day/ 
22,000  gallons  a  year.  Put  a 

dozen  drops  of  food  coloring  in 
your  toilet  tank.  If  color  appears 
in  the  bowl  within  an  hour,  you've 
got  a  leak. 


*Your  flush-valve  or  valve  seat  could  be  corroded  and 
need  replacement  Parts  are  inexpensive  and  fairly 
simple  to  install 


FAUCETS/SHOWER  HEADS:  A 
trickling  faucet  can  waste  19 
gallons  a  day/ 7000  gallons  of 
water  a  year.  Whether  a  slow 
drip  or  a  steady  trickle,  you're 
wasting  a  lot  of  water 


*A  new  "washer"  (25  cents)  can  '  

stop  these  leaks  and  will  take  just  a  few  minutes 
to  install 


WATER  PIPES:  Check  for  wet 
areas  around  water  pipes  in  your 
basennent,  underneath  sinks  and 
behind  your  washing  machine. 
Joints  are  especially  susceptible 
to  leaks. 


If  you're  not  handy  with  tools,  be  sure  to  ask 
your  plumber  or  local  hardware  store  for  repair 
assistance.  They'll  also  be  able  to  advise  you  on 
durable,  easily  installed  water-saving  devices. 


A  INSTALL  WATER-SAVING 
U  DEVICES,  


Inexpensive,  easily  installed  and  very  effective,  home 
water-saving  devices  will  help  your  family  save  hun- 
dreds of  gallons  of  water  every  week— effortlessly! 

Put  plastic 
bottles  in  every 
toilet  tank. 

Toilets  average 
5-7  gallons  per 
flush.  You  can 
displace  some  of 
the  water  in  your 
tank  and  reduce 
the  volume  by  placing  water-filled  plastic  quart 
bottles  weighted  with  pebbles  in  the  tank  as  shown 
(do  not  use  bricks).  Be  sure  the  bottles  do  not  inter- 
fere withi  flushing  mechanism. 

Install  low-flow  faucet  aera- 
tors. Faucets  can  use  2-7  gallons 
of  water  per  minute.  Low-flow 
faucet  aerators  can  reduce  the 
flow  by  about  25%.  You  probably 
won't  even  notice  the  difference! 
Installed  in  only  minutes,  low-flow 
faucet  aerators  cost  $2-$4  each. 

Convert  to  low-flow  shower 
heads.  A  10-minute  shower  uses 
50-70  gallons  of  water  A  good 
low-flow  shower  head  will  provide 
plenty  of  water  pressure  while 
reducing  water  use  by  25%  or 
more!  A  bargain  at  $7-$15,  a  low- 
flow  shower  head  will  pay  for  it- 
self quickly  with  reduced  water 
use  and  lower  hot  water  costs. 
Plus,  it's  relatively  easy  to  install. 
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WE'RE  WORKING  HARD,,,  

The  MWRA's  multi-faceted  long  term  water 
conservation  plan  is  aimed  at  reducing  all  types 
of  water  use.  Specific  programs  include  the 
detection  and  repair  of  leaks  along  6100  miles 
of  municipal  water  pipes,  improved  metering 
and  individual  programs  to  promote  industrial, 
institutional  and  residential  water  conservation. 

...but  we  need  your  help. 

Our  fresh  water  supply  is  a  precious  natural 
resource.  Your  individual  water  conservation 
efforts  are  essential  to  help  ensure  a  sufficient 
supply  to  meet  present  and  future  demand. 

Call  242-SAVE  if  you  have  any  questions  or 
comments,  or  if  you  would  like  to  receive  free 
information  on: 

•  Greener  gardens  &  lawns  the  water-saving  way 

•  How  to  read  your  water  meter 

•  MWRA  water  conservation  programs 

•  Conservation  education  programs  for  schools 


Stop  wasting  water. 
It  doesnt  grow  on  trees. 

Massachusetts  Water  Resources  Authority 
100  First  Avenue 
Charlestown,  MA  02129 

242-SAVE 


